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or that after three years an appeal should have been made
to the Emperor to remove so infamous a vassal. The wonder
rather is that any city should have endured such a monster
so long, and should not have deprived him of life within the
first year instead of the sixth. The experience was a more
bitter one to Florence than it would have been to other
cities. Others had had tyrannies to endure; Florence had
never known the rule of a tyrant.6 The experience killed her
very soul for a time.7

In the spring of 1533, when Alessandro had been for about
a year Duke of Florence, the fourth member of the group,
Margaret, then a girl of twelve, fair and pretty, and engaged
to Alessandro in accordance with Clement's compact with
the Empeior, passed through Florence on her way to Naples.
Born in Flanders in 1521, she had been brought up by her
two aunts, Margaret of Austria and Maria of Hungary, and
was now sent by her father the Emperor's orders to reside
at Naples until the time should come for her marriage to
Alessandro. Catherine, two years older, who was then in
Florence preparatory to her departure for Marseilles for her
own mairiage, rode out to meet her at the Medici villa of
Cafaggiolo, in the valley of the Mugello, on the road fiom
Faenza. And thence, on the i6th April 1533, these two girls,
so different in appearance, and destined to have such very
different histories, together rode to Florence. Margaret re-
mained for a few days to be shown by Catherine the prin-
cipal sights of the city, and then continued her journey.

For the next three years Margaret remained at Naples,
and as Alessandro's enormities yearly grew more notorious
there began to be doubts, especially after the death of Pope
Clement, whether her marriage would take place.

''So iniquitous did such a marriage seem, even in that
age, that the fiiorl ustiti did not believe in the projected mar-